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DEPARTMENT OF STATE A/CDC/JTO ■ 
Secretary of Stat^^^ ^^ 

O0HELKASB "157^^^ 
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RE BERLIN. TEL TO DEPT 572 AND BONN TEL 197?. 

WHILE I AGREE IN MAIN WITH ANALYSIS CONTAINED BERLIN REFTEL 
DO NOT BE! I EVE THIS IS WHOLE STORY . I NOT ONLY DO NOT BELIEVE 
KHRUSHCHEV 
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HAS NECESSITY OF REPORTING PROGRESS ON BERLIN TO 
PARTY CONGRESS BUT BELIEVE HE WILL DELIBERATELY WISH TO PUT 
OFF CRISIS UNTIL AFTER HE HAS FURTHER CONSOLIDATED '!|S POSITION 
AT CONGRESS. HOWEVER I CONSIDER K HAS SO DEEPLY COMMITTED HIS 
PERSONAL PRESTIGE AND THAT OF SOVIET UNION TO SOME ACTION ON 
BERLIN AND GERMAN PROBLEMS THAT IF WE TAKE COMPLETELY NEGATIVE 
STAND SUGGESTED BY BERLIN, THIS WOULD PROBABLY LEAD TO DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN WHICH C HANCES OF WAR OR IGNO MIN IOUS WESTERN RETREA T 
^ ARE CLOSE TO SgL ^. S ITUATION IS NOT CHANGED BY .FA CT IT jSOF 
v^> K»S OWN MAKING . HOWEVER, I BELIEVE THERE IS REAL SUSPICION* HERE 
^ » THAT WE AND/OR WEST GERMANS HOPE TO DEVELOP POSITION IN WHICH WE 
iJCAN USE FORCE OR THREAT OF FORCE TO BRING DOWN SOVIET EMPIRE IN 
^.EASTERN EUROPE. BOTH SIDES CONSIDER OTH FR wnill n mot risk WAR 
»OVER BERLIN. DANGER ARISES FROM FACT THAT IF K CARRIES OuTTilS 
^DECLARED INTENTIONS AND WE CARRY OUT OURS, SITUATION LIKELY GET 
K 1 0UT OF CONTROL AND MILITARY AS WELL AS POLITICAL PRESTIGE WCP-D 
£ BECOME INVOLVED MAKING RETREAT FOR EITHER SIDE EVEN MORE DIFFL- 
" C ULT. SOVIETS HAVE STRONG NERVE S AND FAR GREATER COHESIO N WITH 
- rd T HEIR ALLIES . G EOGRAPHY AND LOCAL BALANCE OF FOR CER ARF IN THEIR '£2 
•g^ FAVOR^ ASSUMING WE ARF PRFPARFD r^Rpv m ip pm try THRffl IflHLJ" JVP S 

gV^ ND K FOUND HE HAD - ' " 

S eRETR£AI^ IN THESE 
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MISJUDGED US. WOULD P RDRARI Y BE-JOQ. I ATF FOR gg 
CIRCUMSTANCES IT SEEMS TO ME WE SHOULD MAKE 22 
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SECRET 
- 2 - 2939, MAY 27, 1 PM, FROM MOSCOW 
E VERY EFFORT AVOID A LLOWING SUCH SITUATION TO DEVELOP. 

^^^J^H^l S^ 1 GRA0UAL ERQSIQN ™' R P^'TinN BY 

HANff H ?wn, rM-'^ 7 TASK ^ ™ NVINCINn K ON 5c~ 
"l A .i l.j [ L WE WILL FULF "- L OUR COMMITMENT TO PFO P. r OF BERLIN 

tT,I urn CRA ^« L BELIEVE BEST APPROACH W QUI D R?~^n 

/ ^ HIM FRA mLXJHAJL.N U:iH^R.OF_QURJ[WO GREAT Pc ttffecAN 

W OULD SAVE >A« flgS£]^^ LEAVE PROBLE^ 

I ON ICE WHILE WE A TTEMPT TACKlT^^T^f^ ^- 98 ^ 

GENERAL BACKGROUND FROM WHICH I VIEW THIS PRnm fm i<; tuax .t 
WOULD NOT BE TO OUR ADVANTAGE TO REVERT^ To T-OUT COlS WAR 
OR HAVE SOVIET UNION SWING OVER TO CHINESE PotS G^VEN 

SUCCE^SESjj^CJ^Oj^UR_SiDE. I CONSIDER TH I S ThFmorf tpi .r 
g7?W OF REAL PWiBU^- E^H fuiT^^^^^h 1 ^. 

r„ i iTL ' ' ' rO WEfl* AS I HAVE FREQUENTLY REPORTED AnnrTinwAi 
fr^uo F ° R N ° T S,MPLY TAK,NG UNCOMPROMISING POS^tIoS'iS mil 
LENGTHS TO WHICH SOVIETS WILL GO AND EXTENT TO WHICH WE CAN 

PPnR^ ^ ,TY ,N WESTERN CAMP WIL L DEPEND UpSn'maSeth's 
PROBLEM HELD BY WORLD OPINION. AT PRESENT TIME DO NOT RF. .rv/r 
THIS SATISFACTORY FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW. S NCE GENEVA WF E£r 
VIRTUALLY DROPPED DISCUSSION OUR PEACE PLAN WHEREAS S^FTS 

1 IN VIEW HIS CONVERSATION WITH ME, QUITE POSSIBLE K WILL ATTEMPT 
SLIDE OVER BERLIN PROBLEM IN SWEETNESS AND L GHT ATMOSPHERE L 
(THIS EVENT BELIEVE PRESIDENT SHOULD FORCE I SsSe A ™° SPHERE ' ,N 
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